
Caernarfon Award 
The Caernarfon Award is presented annually for the best paper given at an Institute 

conference, seminar, meeting etc anywhere in the world which is adjudged to have 

contributed the most to the advancement of some aspect of the industry – either 

technical, environmental, strategic etc. 

Originally, the Caernarfon Award was endowed by the North Wales branch and it is named 

after the town where the very first Institute meeting took place in 1917. The endowed sum 

was residual income from the branch’s successful seminar on the Quarries (Explosives) 

Regulations in 1987. 

The first award was made in 1989. 

The award has been made by Council in the UK in the past, but in 1998, responsibility for the 

adjudication was assumed by the International Presidents’ Committee. 

Rules 

1. The annual competition period shall be for the previous calendar year and the paper must 

have been delivered within that period. 

2. Each President will put forward one paper from their respective Institute for consideration 

by the Presidents’ Committee. The paper must be endorsed by the President of the 

submitting IQ in order to be accepted. Each IQ is responsible for managing the process of 

selecting the paper they wish to submit to the International Presidents’ Committee. 

3. Each selected application from each IQ shall reach the award coordinator, initially the 

Institute’s UK CEO, by 30 April. 

4. International Presidents’ Committee can choose to present the award if only one paper is 

received, and the paper is deemed to be of high enough quality to meet the award criteria.  

5. The papers shall be circulated to the members of the International Presidents’ Committee 

for review. 

6. Papers can only be accepted from members or those who are in the application process for 

membership.  

7. The International Presidents’ Committee will hold a dedicated conference call to select the 

winning entry. Each President will present a brief summary to support the entry from their 

country during the meeting. 

8. The meeting will then vote for the winning entry. Presidents’ will not be allowed to vote for 

the submission from their country. 



9. In the event of a tie, the award will be adjudicated by the chair of the Presidents’ 

Committee or their nominee. 

10. The order of ranking will be circulated to members of International Presidents’ Committee 

for information. 

11. The award shall be presented to the winning author at the next annual general meeting of 

his/her national body / branch. 

12. The award coordinator will prepare a summary (ie media release, social media story) for 

distribution to all IQs. 

13. The winner will be promoted via all IQs to help edify the significance of the award.  

14. The prize fund shall be administered by the CEO of the Institute [UK] from the International 

Presidents’ Fund and reviewed as appropriate by the International Presidents’ Committee 

annually. 

15. For the purposes of the Caernarfon Award, a paper is defined as: 

•  a published article in a peer reviewed journal related to the extractive 

industry; 

• a presentation of approximately 30+ mins (either virtually or in person) with 

content covering unique concepts and learnings.  

Judging Criteria 

 

1

Paper presents a unique concept or idea where the 

learnings can be applied across the industry 30%

2

The paper has contributed to the advancement of 

some aspect of the industry – either technical, 

environmental, strategic etc. 40%

3

Evidence that the concept presented has made an 

improvement (ie in people, H&S, environment, 

business performance) 30%

4

Where the presenter of the paper nominated is a non-

member supply supporting evidence that the person 

(or company) has contributed to the IQ

0% comments 

on how they 

contributed 


